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(Editor’s Hotel At a seminar in fcjublj ana, Yugoslavia, i 
sponsored "by United Nations to discuss rights of national 
minorities for .contaot with kindred minorities in other 
states, the Soviet delegation at first took a hard position 
against any inherent "right : of contaot" but suddenly reversed 
that position at the end of the seminar. In view of the 
relevanoe of this important question to Radio Liberty, the 
report by David Binder about this question which appeared in 
the New York Times oh June 22, 1965, is reproduoed here in 
full.; 



Soviet Scholars acknowledged today the rights of asso- 
ciation by minorities with in and beyond national frontiers. 

It was believed to.., the first time the Soviet Union, which 
contains a large number of minority groups, had taken this posi- 
tion. The move came following sharp exchanges on the question 
at the close of a two-week seminar on multinational societies 
sponsored by the United Nations. The seminar was attended by 
unofficial representatives of 19 nations. 

Last week, the Russian participants had strongly opposed 
the argument of the United States representative, Daniel P. 
Moynihan, that minorities deserved the right of oantact ♦across 
borders with people who shared religious, ethnic, lingulstio 
or other ties. 
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The Russians also showed resentment at the suggestion of •• •: 
an Israeli participant that the Soviet Union’s treatment of 7 /„ 

Jews was inconsistent with its treatment of its other minorities, f r 
But in the last 24 hours they reversed their position. It is - - 
understood they also withdrew a draft proposal filled with ^ j; 

propaganda about colonialism and racial discrimination in the , '7-; 
West. 

As a result the seminar was able to reach a consensus on .77, 

what is generally regarded as’one of the most eonsitive issues 7., ” 

in the world today. One of the outstanding figures at the >,; • 

meeting was Mr. Moynihan, a NewJCackex- who is assistant Secretary 
of Labor. his maTn SflOrt was to persuade the meeting that 
"there is a special responsibility upon one-party states" to 
allow minorities "to associate aoross national borders." 

Mr. Moynihan, who has been mentioned as a possible Dem- 
ocratic candidate for Mayor of New York, pointed out that in 
states where several political parties operate, a minority has 
the possibility to seek redress for grievances to the support 
of one or another political parties. 

’V. ; 1 ‘ ■ . 

Describing some "rough rules of political relatione" he 
told the seminar that... "a government in a mult ip ary state must 
be very careful aboutths -enemies It makes" because of possible 
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reperoussione with minorities# Most of the participants 
insisted their own countries had absolutely no minority 
problems. But Mr# Moyanihan disarmed the participants by 
reoounting the minority problems of the United States 
with frankness# After he spoke; other participants be-,:,, 
gan to admit they had some problems in their oountries, 
too. 
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Representatives of the Soviet Union, Ghana, Mali and 
Czechoslovakia argued that, their one-party states were able 
to care for minorities effectively. • 

The Indian ‘participant, Purshottam Trikamdas, argued 
against this point of view, saying that without Independent > 
courts and a free press it :waS‘, impossible for minorities to 



courts and a rree press ; it was . impossible ror a 
redress wrongs# (AB) , v;.> V 
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